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S.F. DYKE MARCH 





Dedicated to Women In Prison 


_ This year’s SF Dyke March, June 23, 2001 an ecstatic, non-corporate outpouring of dyke energy and visibility, 
was dedicated to women in prison. Between 50,00 and 70,000 dykes gathered in Dolores Park for music and 
speeches, and then poured out into the streets for what is actually the largest dyke demonstration in the world. 





Former political prisoner Linda Evans was a featured speaker. 
She told the hushed crowd in the park that afterT5 years in 
prisonsthis was her first Pride and her first Dyke March, and 
that she was beside herself with joy. At the same time she 
called on people to remember the sisters inside and to work for 
their release. 


Music by Faith Nolan echoed Linda’s theme. A speech by 
Sharon Smith, partner of Diane Whipple, killed by a dog 
mauling, and who is fighting for domestic partnership rights, 
reflected the spirit of courage and activism. 


Over 250 Dykes on Bikes started off the march, followed by 
Linda Evans holding up the lead banner. Clean and sober 
dykes followed dykes in wheelchairs. The march paused at 
Sha’ ar Zahav to honor older and disabled dykes in the viewing 
area. According to March organizer Lisa Roth, the featured 


contingents of the march give prominence to sisters in the community that rarely receive the attention and 
recognition that they deserve. Roth stated, “Dedicating the march to women in prison and women political 





LGBT PRISONERS FACE TORTURE AROUND THE WORLD 


(Excerpts reprinted from report published in 
Resist, June, 2001) 


Torture and ill-treatment of lesbians, gay men, 
bisexuals and transgender (LGBT) people - or those 
perceived to fit these categories - takes place all over 
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the world, including within the United States. In some 
countries, punishments such as flogging are applied by 
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Tel Aviv Gay Pride - 
Palestinian and Jewish Gays 
March Together to Protest Israeli 


Occupation of Palestine 





system which is unrelated to their sexual identity may also 
beill treated because of their real or perceived sexual 
identity. Homophobic violence in custody is often 
Sees aed tape or Se ES oi Lape u uaa as a apethod 


edie a ccna or ici naming Sni oc senate ade 
suspicion by authorities. Once convicted and jailed, 
LGBT people often find themselves on one of the lower 
rungs of the prison hierarchy, and are therefore vulnerable 
to abuse by both guards and other inmates. 


law as a sanction for the “crime” of homosexuality. In - 


others, torture is meted out as an extra-judicial 
punishment by police or prison guards. 


People whose initial contact with the criminal justice 


S.F. Protest of the bar raid arrest of 52 gay men in Egypyt 





In the United States, a Black gay man was assaulted by 
police in Chicago. According to the human rights 
organization Amnesty International (AI): 


The arresting officer is alleged to have 
pulled down [the claimant’s] pants, and 
sprayed blue cleaning liquid on a billy club 
before ramming the baton into [his] rectum. 
As he sodomized [the man], the officer is 
alleged to have made remarks such as “I’m — 
tired of you faggot...” [The claimant] 
contends that he was subjected to abuse 
including racist.and anti-gay.names, such.as 
“faggot ass nigger ” and “nigger fag” from 
the moment he was arrested. 


One salient problem in ending torture of LGBT people is 
that it is greatly underreported. The stigma surrounding 
homosexuality in many cultures means that homophobic 
violence - whether perpetrated by state officials or private 
actors - goes unreported, uninvestigated and 
unchallenged. While some governments deny that such 
torture takes place, others openly justify it in the name of 
morality, religion or ideology. Those who are survivors 
of torture sometimes don’t seek redress and justice 
because they may fear retribution against themselves or 
their families, they may fear not being taken seriously by 
authorities, and they may fear breaches of confidentiality 
- either “by accident" or through threats of blackmail and 
extortion... 
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Genoa Protester | 
Calls for Release | 
of All Political — 
Prisoners 


Susanna Thomas, a G8 Summit - 
demonstrator was released from 
prison on August 14. Wearing a T 
t-shirt that read “Freedom for all 
political prisoners” Tiom z a 
‘Stated that her three week 
incarceration strénetkened | fe 
resolve to fi ght injustice and 
racism. “My primary work right 
now is to work for the release 

and support of the Genoese 
political prisoners.and all — 

political prisoners. “She added “I Ropet that all the © 
people who have worked for my release will continue to 
keep international attention on the plight of political 
prisoners all over the world.” 


Thomas was among 20 international demonstrators 
ordered released by a Genoa court. The group included 





The Dogs of Out of Control | 
Chunky (front left), Rhubarb (front right) and Omega... 


We're making a plea for our moms so we can continue 
to come to their great breakfast meétings and catch the 
lf they don't get some 
money soon they won't be able to publish another issue 
of Out Of Time. It costs about $600 per issue to pub- 
Use the enclosed envelope and send in 
lf you give 50 bucks or more you can, if you 
want , make your checks payable to The John Brown 
Education Fund and can get a tax deduction. Other- 
wise make them out to Out Of Control. You can also 


crumbs. They are out of dough. 


lish and mail. 
the moolah. 








15 Austrians, three Aans. a Slovak and a Swede. 


Thomas, 21, was arrested July 22 outside of Genoa with 
members of Publix Theater who had been staging 
performances during the summit. Thomas had traveled 
with the group previously in Europe but was working in 
Genoa as a journalist and translator. 


SAVE THE 


DATE! 


If your youth 
organization wants 
to get down with 
building a strong 
youth 
movement, then j join 


organizations to... 


UPSET 
THE 
SETUP 3 


AN ALL-DAY 
STRATEGY 
SESSION FOR 
YOUNG FOLKS 
TO USE OUR 
POWER, OUR 

' ART, OUR 
CULTURES AND 
OUR VOICES TO 
FIGHT THE 
WAR ON 
YOUTH ~— 
Contact Us If You Wan 
to: Plan * Endorse* - 
Run a Workshop Or 
Volunteer 
SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 29", 
OAKLAND, 
FREMONT HIGH 
SCHOOL, 4610 
FOOTHILL BLVD @ 
HIGH STREET 


INFO/ 
REGISTRATION: 
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pledge a monthly amount. Please let us know. 
Here's barking at you babel 
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RORY 510.451.5466X- 


Genoa Police Unit Trained 
by LAPD 


According to the Italian press, Italian police in Genoa 
were trained by the Los Angeles Police Department 
before the G8 summit demonstration in which a 
protester was shot and scores wounded.. 


For four months, 70 specially selected officers were 
trained by two Los Angeles police sheriffs. A larger 
number of police also received a week-long training 
course from the Americans, according to the 
Communist daily Liberazione. 


The prime responsibility of the two Los Angeles 

sheriffs was to train the men from the special unit in 

the use of American aluminum batons,” an = 
unidentified policeman who took part in the nee ous 
course was quoted as saying. 


On the first day of the Genoa summit, a 23-year-old 
protester who was attacking a police vehicle was shot 
and killed by an Italian paramilitary policeman. Then 
in a midnight assault on a school which was acting as 
a headquarters for protest groups during the July 20- 
22 summit, 62 people were injured and 93 arrested. 
Many were laid out on stretchers with blood-stained 
faces. 


The police source told the paper the American | 
sheriffs had said repeatedly that “in Los Angeles all 
we need is a nucleus of 20 cops to disperse hundreds 
of demonstrators because we can fire rubber bullets 
which wound, but don’t kill.” 





a SEs 
had been assigned to was more like a military boot 
camp. “We marched, learned how to form shield 
defenses and how to jump through fire or out of a 
moving vehicle,” he said. “It was more like a medieval 
tournament. In the end we were doing purely military 
training. There seemed no difference between police 


officers and soldiers.” 


Can You Guess? 


(reprinted from News Factor, March 26, 2001) 


Can you imagine working for a company that has a 
little more than 500 employees and has the following 
statistics? 
29 have been accused of spousal abuse 
7 have been arrested for fraud 
19 have been accused of writing bad checks 
117 have directly or indirectly bankrupted at 
least 2 businesses 
3 have done time for assault 
71 cannot get a credit card due to bad credit 
14 have been arrested on drug-related 
charges 
8 have been arrested for shoplifting 
21 are currently defendants in lawsuits 
84 have been arrested for drunk driving i in 
the last year. 


Can you guess which organization this is? 
Give up yet? 
It’s the 535 members of the United States Congress. 


The same group that cranks out hundreds of laws 
each year designed to keep the rest of us in line. 
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US NAVY OUT OF VIEQUES! 
;FUERA LA MARINA DE VIEQUES! 


OnJ uly 29, 2001 in a democratic election by the people of 


Vieques over 68% voted to remove the US Navy and to 
stop military exercises immediately on “La Isla Nena” 
(Little Girl Island). Four days later, the US Navy, in an act 
of contempt for Puerto Ricans and making a mockery of 
democracy, commenced bombing and other military 
exercises. The bombing was greater than prior to the 
death of David Sanes Rodriguez in 1999. Rodriquez was 


_ killed by errant Navy bombs. 


In complete disregard for human life, the Navy bombed 
while civilians occupied the restricted area and in spite of 


flares and signs signaling their presence. Explosions 


were heard 17 miles cue About 70 peaceful protestors 
were arrested, === | : = 


Some of the longest sentences in history for trespassing 
are being meted out by the federal courts against these 
courageous human shields. Since May 4, 2000, close to 
1500 people have been arrested for civil disobedience 
on Vieques. Some of the newest generation of political 
prisoners include: Reverend Al Sharpton from NY, 
Puerto Rican Environmentalist Tito Kayak, 81-year old 
Nationalist leader Lolita Lebron, and Vieques Mayor 
Damaso Serrano. The following is an appeal from actor 
Edward James Olmos. 


i | Sept. phone, fax, 


email blitz 
Í Tei the U.S. government that bombing an 


-PE S 


Hf inhabited island for practice is obscene. Getthe b | 
I Navy out of Vieques. *Stop bombing immediately I 
-| *Release all Non-violent civil disobedient 


Į prisoners immediately *Clean the island of 
I Vieques. Contact your home State Senators and 
i local representatives as well as the following: 


| President George Bush =e ` 


| 202-456-1414or 

Į 202-456-1111 

į 202-456-2461 fax 
e-mail: president@whitehouse.gov 
Attn: Chief of Staff Andrew Card. Web: 


www.whitehouse.gov 


i 

Senate Defense Subcommittee 
Inouye, Daniel (D-HI) Chairman 

Tel:202-224.3934 Fax: 202-224-6747 


I Armed Services Committee 
[ U.S. Senate Washington, DC 20510 Phone 


U 
f House Armed Services Committee 


2120Rayburn House Office Building, 
f Washington, D.C.20515 
i (202)225-4151 — 


I More info: http://www.viequeslibre.org 











August 16, 2001 

/ sit in the federal prison in San Juan, 
Puerto kico serving 20 days. Others of us 
are serving 30, 40, 60, 90 and up to 120, 
days for a class B misdemeanor. Most of 
us are first-time offenders in violating 
any kind of laws in our lifetimes. 


We've tried to peacefully bring 
awareness and the stoppage of the 
bombings on the island of Vieques. 
Today I have read an article printed in 
the Dallas Morning News by G. Robert 
Hillman quoting a political analyst 
Charles Cook, stating “What do ~ 
Mexican-American voters care whether the Navy bombs 
the hell out of a beach in Puerto Rico The answer is, 
not in the least.” 


That statement leads me to believe that Mr. Cook thinks 


that Mexican-Americans and other cultures. on our 


Planet don’t care about innocent children dying at a 
40% higher mortality rate because of the mistaken use 
of depleted uranium bombs along with other deadly 
chemical pollutants which derive from the bombings of 
the small inhabited island. 


No singing, no laughing, no sound = z yy 


Li 





Zori Berenson 


(For some time we have been reporting on the Lori 
Berenson case. The following is an excerpt from the 
July 2001 issue of /ndex on Censorship , Vol. 30, No. 3, 
Issue 200, and pp. 212-217. For the first time since her 
imprisonment and through the voices of women who 
share it with her, Lori writes of the conditions in which 


_thousands of detainees convicted under Peru’s anti- 
terrorist laws continue to be held. We gratefully thank: `- 
Lori Berenson for writing and sharing her experience . . 


and including the voices of other women political 
prisoners.) 


By Lori Berenson 


..-Although Fujimori’s dictatorship has ended and a 
new government was elected in June, prisoners’ 





_ labeled “terrorist? t ny a BOVE 





Puerto Rican Nationalist Lolita Lebon andactor E alist 
James Olmos following their release. Aug. 24, 2001 


/ believe the president of Mexico, the presidents of ~ ies ion, 
Latin-America and other leaders of the world know | 
and feel that this is something that should be stopped. 

There are plenty of places on this earth where the US 

Navy can practice its military maneuvers that are 

uninhabited. I pray they find one soon. They've had 

sixty years to find one and they still continue to use 

the inhabited precious island of Vieques. 


Thank you, _ Edward James Olmos 


futures remain uncertain. They are still subject to the 
anti-terrorism laws and carry ie stigma of Mane — EEEN 





rebel groups for all the country’s ills. The following 

testimonies come from political prisoners I’ ve been 

held with in maximum-security prisons. They take us : > 
to Yanamayo in the high plains, Socabaya in the 

Southern province of Arequipa, Chorrilos women’s 

prison, Castro men’s prison in Lima, and the prison at 

the naval base in Callao, also near the capital. The 

women who speak below are all accused - as am I - of 

being members of the MRTA. | 


_ Twas detained in the provinces and brought to the 
local army base for interrogation. In addition to the 
beatings, they put my head in filthy water until I lost. 
consciousness. They brought me to Lima and before 
being taken to DINCOTE (anti-terrorist police = 
headquarters). I was tortured in the underground ~ q 
cells of the National Intelligence Service (SIN). 1 5 
had wounds from where sis cut me.’ CCH } | 

T was Dad in Puno, six monhe pregnant. They - 3 
beat me anyway and constantly threatened to make 

me abort. They pointed to my belly exclaiming: 

“That larva won't see the light of day, ? PHT 


1 was found by the police lying in the yard of the 
house they had attacked: 1 was wounded trying to 
escape with five bullet wounds and several fractures. 


. Pressured by the police, the doctors.. . patched me 
“up without really examining me... a bullet that 
-centered my groin had passed through my bladder 
~ and uterus and lodged in my colon. Ten days after 


being shot, I had surgery to extract the bullet and to 
open my colon. From then on, I have used a 
colostomy bag...To harass me the prison personnel 
would “lose.” the bags the Red Cross brought.’ LRL 


(continued page four) 











Happy 57th Birthday Leonard 


On September 12, 2001, and every day, we wish you 
freedom and good health. Thinking of you with love, 
Out Of Control 


Send cards, letters, non-polaroid photos 
and U.S. postal money orders only to: 
USPL | 
Leonard Peltier #84637-132 
P.O. Box 100 | 

_ Leavenworth, KS 66048 — 





Boudin Turned Down for 
Parole 


Political prisoner Kathy Boudin was turned down for 
parole, August 22, following a massive oppositional 
campaign by New York police. This was Boudin’s first 


_ . appearance before the Parole Board. Boudin is serving a 


20-life sentence and has been in prison for 20 years 
following the Brinks expropriation in 1981. The Parole 
Board gave Boudin a two year set off before she may 


reapply. 


In the two decades since her incarceration, Boudin has 
become an AIDS educator, and has been instrumental in 
the Bedford Hills Child Care Center. She is a poet anda 
parent. 


Lori Berenson continued... 

Prisoners in all jails have managed to maintain their - 
dignity through continued protest. I know from 
government sources and prisoners’ relatives that in 
the jail in the naval base prisoners have struggled for 
their rights and to be moved to civilian prisons. The « 
regime there is extraordinarily harsh, especially for the 
MRTA prisoners who are isolated from the outside 
world and from each other. The cells are narrow and 
high (about 4.5m) with no windows, only a hole in the 
roof about 30cm square to let in air. Prisoners are 
under the constant surveillance of armed, masked 
guards. All political prisoners in Peru agree that the 


` naval base prison must be closed. 


Loriurgently needs your help! For info and to 
support Lori Berenson: 

Committee to Free Lori Berenson 

110 Maryland Avenue NE, #112 

Washington, DC 20002 

202.548.8480, www.freelori.org 


Mumia Abu-Jamal barred 
from Philadelphia hearing 


US political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal was pre- 
vented from appearing at an August 17 hearing held 
by the Pennsylvania Common Pleas Court to 
consider the reopening of his state appeal process. 
The hearing proceeded with Abu-Jamal in solitary 
confinement at a prison near Waynesburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, more than 300 miles away. In a statement read 
to the judge by one of his lawyers, Jamal stated, 
“Today, Iam banned from a proceeding in my name, 
in my defense, with no reason.” 


At the August 17 hearing Judge Dembe gave 
Mumia’s lawyers three weeks to submit an argument 
as to why their petition, fora new hearing at the state 
level is still timely. Philadelphia Assistant District. 
Attorney Hugh Burns argued that the new informa- 
tion was past the 60-day limit for new information on 
a case. 





CUBA CONFERENCE 


Come to Havana, Cuba March 26-30, 2002. TEAR 
DOWN THE WALLS will be an unprecedented 
international gathering on behalf of approximately 100 
political prisoners and prisoners of war PPOWS) who 
are currently behind barsin the United States. 
Participants from around the world are coming 
together to learn, strategize and join the fight to win 
amnesty for these men and women who are some of 
the longest-held political prisoners in the world. 


Hosted by OSPAAAL, Organization in Solidarity with 


- the Peoples of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, and 


sponsored by abroad coalition of U. S.-based groups, 
the conference will shine an international spotlight on 
the United States’ record of persecution of those who 
struggle for social change. 


For a registration packet/information, write: 
TEARDOWNTHE WALLS 

P.O. Box 3585 

Oakland, CA. 94609 

or: teardownthewalls @lycos.com 


www.theejerichomovement.com/teardownthewalls 
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TIME ENOUGH! CALENDAR 





A 2002 calendar-focusing on Political Prisoners and 
Prisoners of War from liberation movements and 
struggles for self-determination in the internal and 
external colonies of Canada, Mexico, and the U.S. 
Proceeds go to medical support for Political 


Prisoners. To order a copy, send a cheque or money 
order made out to QPIRG Concordia, 

c/o. Calendar Committee, 2130 Mackay, Rm 102, 
Montreal, PQ H3G 2J1 Canada. $15 plus $3 postage/ 
postage $1 for each additional copy. To sponsor a 
copy for a prisoner, send 9$. More info: 


freeppcalendar@onebox.com 


SEPTEMBER 9 - 13: 
REMEMBER ATTICA: ATTICA 
MEANS FIGHT BACK 


This month, 30 years ago, the prisoners of Attica State 
Prison, Buffalo, New York rose up to demand basic 
human rights for prisoners. Their demands were met by 
total brutality, as Governor Rockefeller ordered New 
York State troopers to carry out a massive military 
assault on the prison. 39 people were killed, all by fire 
from the troopers; many survivors of the rebellion were 
tortured in the aftermath. 





After 30 years of persistent legal struggle, there was a 
settlement of $12 million awarded to the 500 plaintiffs. 
(inmates) and their attorneys. OOC honors those 
prisoners who never gave up and those who fought 
tirelessly for the human rights of the Attica State_ 
prisoners - Elizabeth Fink , Frank "Big Black” Smith and 
the rest of the legal team. Thank you for your consistent 
never giving up attitude, your hours and years of hard 
work and fi ghting back! Attica is allofus. 


TOO DARK 


Viola and I lay 
On mean mattresses 
We read 


Viola sends a silent flare 
Across the narrows 
Excuseme 
Me want to tell you 
Something 


Phosphorescent flashes 
Crystallize, in dark pools 
Indignant 
Louise told me today 
That her family laughs 
; At too dark people 
Too ugly too 


Viola velvet chocolate 
Galactic significance 
Framed in her face 
Stills 
Louise dark as I 
Face plucked by swallow 
of regret 
Louise says that 


Marilyn Buck, June, 2000 
First Prize, PEN. Poetry Award Ñ 


unanimous decision by the PEN 
Committee 











